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What a year!
This last year has certainly been a busy one for the school.
Notable events have included:
• Our Statutory Inspection of Anglican & Methodist

Schools (SIAMS) inspection, which judged the school as
‘GOOD’ and praised our commitment to ‘offer the best
possible education for all’.
• Margaret’s retirement – although tinged with sadness,

this has given space for others to step up and bless us
with their abilities.
• And, of course, the Covid-19 pandemic, which has

changed almost every aspect of school life in one way or
another.
Please join us in thanking Jo Hodge and her team who
have worked exceptionally hard, particularly in recent
months, to provide the very best for your children.

Did you know?
State schools like ours receive funding primarily
based on the number of children on roll. For our
school, this is between £3.5 and £4k per pupil per
year. The more children we have, the more funding
we get. We anticipate that next year we will have
around 160 children on roll, which is 25 fewer than
we had 3 years ago. Unfortunately there is no short
-term fix to our school’s funding situation.

Sad goodbyes
Ellie Blanksby and Gemma Grierson are leaving us as we
are sadly not in a position to extend their contracts. Beth
King is also leaving to join the Acorn Academy. They
have each made significant contributions to the school
and we wish them all every success in the future.

Thank you Jon Weeks
A massive thank you to Jon Weeks as he steps back from
being a governor at the school to take a well-earned
break. Jon has served the school tirelessly for 9 years as
a governor, including 4 years as chair or co-chair, and
will be sorely missed.

Spotlight: Next year
As you know from our recent correspondence, as
well as changes associated with the response to the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the school will be
structured slightly differently next year – operating
with years 1, 2, 3 & 4 in three mixed-age classes.
This change to the structure has not been an easy
decision to take but is one that we believe is in the
best-interests of the children whilst working within
our limited resources.
We will also be continuing the process of recruiting
a new headteacher to lead our school and should be
in a position to confirm an appointment by the
beginning of October.

We all know that change isn’t easy and is often not
to everyone’s taste. Thank you for your continued
support in these difficult times.

The governor’s role
We are looking for two new governors to join the board,
ideally one with finance experience. Jon writes that, 9
years ago, when putting my name forward to be a School
Governor, I never fully understood what the role
entailed… maybe I should have done my research!
Understanding the emphasis on safeguarding |
Recruiting staff members who will have a significant
positive influence on the school community |
Understanding the sentiment and aspirations of all
staff | 2 Ofsted and 2 SIAMS inspections | Recruiting a
new headteacher (almost!) | Working alongside some
brilliant fellow governors who give freely of their time
because they buy into the school’s team ethos |
Conflict-management with stakeholders (okay not a
highlight but worth flagging !)
One thing stands out: the staff’s genuine love for the
school and their desire to give every child every
opportunity – Children are fortunate to attend such a
wonderful, opportunity-rich school.
For further information and to apply, please contact
clerktogovernors@holt.wilts.sch.uk.

Our school aims to provide a rich and creative curriculum within the context of Christian
values and beliefs, which will foster within each child a lifelong love of learning.

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

Disney+ is the latest big player in the TV streaming market. The global brand has released its own
subscription-based streaming service to rival that of competitors such as Netflix, Amazon Prime and
Apple TV. As the name might suggest, it’s designed to be family friendly, with content restricted to PG
and PG-13 (UK equivalent 12a). It can be streamed on pretty much any device – mobile phones, tablets,
PC’s, TVs and games consoles – and features a huge library of classic Disney titles. Below, we’ve
highlighted a few tips for parents to consider to ensure that their children get the most enjoyable
experience out of the service.

5 TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS

DISNEY
1

Create a strong username & password
Cr
On its release in the US, Canada and Netherlands in November
2019, Disney+ was dogged by allegations of being hacked.
Many users complained that their account details had been
stolen and blamed Disney+ security. To date, Disney+ has
confirmed there was no data breach from their end. As
ho
Disney+ doesn’t use 2-factor authentication, anybody who
potentially hacks your username and password could also
access your credit card details. Therefore, it’s important to
create a unique username and a strong password that isn’tt
used for other sites. Always use a mixture of letters (upper
and lowercase), numbers and symbols and try to ensure the
minimum length is 8 characters.

2

Monitor your child’s usage
Mo
Whilst
Whil the ability to stream on almost any device
capable of connecting to the internet might seem
great at first, parents may also want to exercise a little bit
of caution. Parental controls on Disney+ are quite limited and
there are no settings to help with screen time or usage, so it can
be easy for children to binge watch, particularly given the
amount of content available. Apple, Google and Amazon
devices all provide options to limit children’s screen time so
parents can manage how long their child uses the app.

4

D
Double
check for films with
‘o
‘outdated cultural depictions’

The Disney+ service includes programs and movies that go
back to the 1920s and which have been left in their original
format, with their original content. Some of this programming
contains cultural insensitivities and depictions that were
included in the original show, but Disney would never include
them now. For example, cultural stereotyping, the
representation of minority groups or character portrayals
which may be deemed racist. For this reason, viewers are made
aware through a warning message stating “This program is
presented as originally created. It may contain outdated
cultural depictions.” Whilst Disney do their best to highlight any
such content, it’s always worth discussing these issues with your
child if they raise any queries.

3

Enable ‘Kid’s Profile’ mode
En
Although
Althou Disney+ is billed as family friendly, there is still an
option to enable a ‘kid’s profile’ which removes all PG and PG-13
rated content. This adds an extra level of safety if you’re still
concerned that your child may watch something that could
be deemed too ‘intense’ for their age. Setting up a kid’s
profile also switches off autoplay which means the next
video in any series won’t automatically play once one
episode has finished. It should be noted though that
children can easily switch between accounts themselves
given there is no security required to get into profiles.

5

Sit back and enjoy!
Si
Abov all else, Disney+ is designed to be family friendly and
Above
there is very little, if any, adult-themed content available for
children to stumble across. The library of films and programmes
can range from all-time classics to the latest Hollywood
blockbuster and it can be a great avenue for parents and
children to sit down together, ready the popcorn and enjoy
some great family friendly entertainment.

Meet our expert
Pete Badh is a writer with over 10+ years in research
and analysis. Working within a specialist area for
West Yorkshire Police, Pete has contributed work
which has been pivotal in successfully winning high
profile cases in court as well as writing as a subject
matter expert for industry handbooks.
SOURCES: https://www.disneyplus.com/ | https://www.netnanny.com/blog/how-to-set-parental-controls-for-disney-plus/
https://www.theguardian.com/film/2019/nov/14/disney-attaches-warnings-of-outdated-cultural-depictions-to-classic-films

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 17.04.2020

