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Welcome
Welcome to this Summer 2019 edition of our School
Governors Newsletter.

Margaret’s retirement
As you already know from the letter sent on 6th June,
Margaret will be retiring as headteacher at the end of
this calendar year. Margaret has put her heart and soul
into her role. She has led the school to where it is today,
and her love for the children has shone through everything she has accomplished. Whilst Margaret will be
sorely missed, her retirement will begin a new chapter in
the life of the school which will bring new opportunities.
We have met with Wiltshire Council and will be working
with them to appoint a new headteacher to start in
September 2020. An acting headteacher will be
appointed to cover the first half of 2020.

Becky Ridd – THANK YOU!
We hope you join us in wishing Becky all the best for the
future when she leaves the school at the end of the
summer term. Becky has been such a blessing to so
many children at Holt School over the years, and has
challenged us all to be more environmentally aware!
The recruitment process to appoint a replacement
teacher for Sycamore is nearing completion.

Did you know?
Although pupil numbers at the school have grown
significantly over the last decade, they peaked in
2017 and Wiltshire Council’s projection is that
they may reduce further over the next few years.

Spotlight: ICT
Kevin Sofield, Peter Bryant and Hannah Greenman
have been working to develop the school’s Information & Communication Technology (ICT) strategy.
The strategy covers all areas of ICT use, including
the children’s digital learning environment; audiovisual equipment used in the classrooms; backoffice systems & applications, and training as well as
a potential staff & parent web portal.
The strategic focus is to enhance the learning
environment, in particular the school’s mobile
devices, by managing cost of ownership issues and
ensuring investments in new technology are timely
and provide best value-for-money.

SIAMS
As a church-school we aim to have a distinctly Christian
character, and our vision and ethos reflect this. The new
Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools
(SIAMS) framework focusses on ‘educating for life in all
its fullness’ with four basic elements of wisdom, hope,
community and dignity.
Ruth Mecredy and Margaret are in the process of
evaluating how we as a school fit within the new SIAMS
framework to ensure we are well-positioned ahead of
our next inspection, due in the 2019/20 academic year.

Data Protection Officer
Peter Bryant has kindly agreed to become the DPO for
the school, so has stepped down as a Governor. Many
thanks to him for his ongoing contribution to the school.

Introducing: Sam Swann
I have lived in Holt for 19 years and my two children, now all grown up, attended Holt school. I
became a Foundation Governor at the start of this academic year representing the URC Church.
I sit on the Curriculum and Standards Committee and feel privileged to be part of a team of
teachers, staff and volunteers, all of whom do a fantastic job supporting the school.

Our school aims to provide a rich and creative curriculum within the context of Christian
values and beliefs, which will foster within each child a lifelong love of learning.

At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with
their children, should they feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one issue of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com
for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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What parents need to know about

AGE RATINGS

R18

12

TED
RESTRIC

If you have children, it is understandable
to have concerns about the films and TV
shows they watch, as well as the games
they play. In this guide, we take a look at
the two official ways you can assess if a
particular title is suitable for your child.
Both the BBFC and PEGI have search
facilities on their websites that can be
used to look up individual titles so you
can check their ratings.

RATINGS FOR FILMS, TV & MUSIC VIDEOS

RATINGS FOR GAMES

Since 1912, the BBFC (British Board of Film Classification) has
informed UK residents of the age suitability of films, TV and
music videos - providing parents with the information needed to
assess whether or not it is appropriate for their child’s age. This
applies to cinema releases, DVDs and streaming video services
such as Netflix.

PEGI (Pan European Game Information) is a content rating system that
ensures all video games are labelled with a minimum age
recommendation. These age recommendations are based on the
types of content featured within a game. With each game, PEGI also
provide a content descriptor that indicates the potential issues and
concerns, including sex, violence, bad language and drugs.

WHAT ARE THE BBFC RATINGS?
BBFC ratings are broken down into seven age categories:
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PG

12

12A

Suitable for
Universal, suitable Parental Guidance people aged 12
for all ages
required
and over

Suitable for people aged
12 and over; anyone
younger must be
accompanied by an adult

15

18

R18

Suitable for
people aged 15
and over

Suitable for people
aged 18 and over

Adult content only available in
specially licenced cinemas and
specialist retailers

WHAT ARE THE PEGI RATINGS?
BBFC ratings can be broken down into six age categories:
PEGI ratings are split into age restriction and content descriptors.
Additional ‘content descriptors’ help parents and children to
understand the type of content featured within a particular game,
including sex, fear, bad language, discrimination, gambling, drugs,
violence, and in-game purchases. In combination, the two different
ratings can provide a good level of information to help make
informed decisions regarding the suitability for your child.
PEGI age ratings are broken down into five categories:

RESTRICTED

PEGI content descriptors are broken down into eight categories:

WHAT ELSE CAN BBFC REVEAL?
Accompanied with the age suitability rating, BBFC also provide an
additional warning regarding the content and what to expect, such
as swearing, sexual content, violence and anything you may
consider to be inappropriate for your child. In addition to this, the
content is also rated in three levels: frequent, mild or strong.

LIMITATIONS OF BBFC RATINGS

LIMITATIONS OF PEGI RATINGS
It’s possible for young people to buy games online without a required
proof of age, opening them up to age-inappropriate content without
you knowing. We advise that you regularly monitor your child’s
gaming activities and maintain a honest and healthy dialogue with
them about the online world.

PARENTAL CONTROLS

It’s important to note that there is no obligation on streaming video
services to use or display BBFC ratings. Due to this, we advise that
you check the rating online before your child streams the content. It
may also be a good idea to watch the content first yourself or
discuss it with other parents to help you decide whether or not it is
suitable for your child.

It is a good idea to put in place parental controls for all online
accounts which your child may use to purchase or download online
games e.g. The App Store, Google Play Store, PlayStation Store and
Microsoft Xbox Store etc.

Source: www.bbfc.co.uk

Source: www.pegi.info

www.nationalonlinesafety.com

Twitter - @natonlinesafety

Facebook - /NationalOnlineSafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 06.02.19

